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worn by Tartar women but lower. Their temples are smaller than those of the Buddhists, for Taoism is less prosperous than Buddhism. They worship nothing but a block of stone, somewhat like the stone on the altar of the God of the Sun in China. I do not know what god they adore. There are also Taoist nuns. The Pa-ssu-wei do not partake of the food of other people or eat in public. They do not drink wine.
"Such children of the laity as go to school frequent the bonzes, who give them instruction. When grown up they return to a lay life.
"I have not been able to make an exhaustive investigation."
Elsewhere he says "All worship the Buddha" and he describes some popular festivals which resemble those now celebrated in Siam. In every village there was a temple or a Stupa. He also mentions that in eating they use leaves as spoons and adds'"It is the same in their sacrifices to the spirits and to Buddha."
Chou Ta-kuan confesses that his account is superficial and he was perhaps influenced by the idea that it was natural there should be three religions in Camboja, as in China. Buddhists were found in both countries: Pan-ch'i no doubt represents Pandita and he saw an analogy between the Brahmans of the Cambojan Court and Confucian mandarins: a third and less known1 sect he identified with the Taoists. The most important point in his description is the prominence given to the Buddhists. His account of their temples, of the dress and life of their monks1 leaves no doubt that he is describing Hinayanist Buddhism such as still flourishes in Camboja. It probably found its way from Siam, with which Camboja had already close, but not always peaceful, relations. Probably the name by which the bonzes are designated is Siamese2. With Chou Ta-kuan's statements may be compared the inscription of the Siamese King R&ma Khomheng3 which dwells on the flourishing condition of Pali Buddhism in Siam about 1300 A,D. The contrast indicated by Chou Ta-kuan is significant. The Brahmans held
1 Pelliot (B.E.F.E.0.1902, p. 148) cites a statement from the Ling Wai Tai Ta that there were two classes of bonzes in Camboja, those who wore yellow robes and married and those who wore red robes and lived in convents.
* M. Finot conjectures that it represents the Siamese Chao (Lord) and a corruption of Guru.
8 See chapter on Siam, sect. 1.